
 

APPLETON, SYDNEY   

Private  Coldstream Guards  2nd Battalion.   

Date of Death: 27/08/1918   

Service No: 12816  

Born Tolleshunt enlisted Hull resident Tolleshunt D'Arcy. He went to France 7
th
 April 1915. 

The Advance in Picardy  :- The Second Battles of the Somme, 1918 - 21st August - 3rd September 1918 

On the 27 August, 1918 that Private Appleton formed up in St. Leger Wood with other members of the 2nd 

Coldstream. In hot pursuit of the enemy, the men had recently taken part in the fierce fighting around Bapaume, 

and were now about to play their part in the "Battle of the Scarpe". In his history of the Guards Division, 

Cuthbert Headlam, DSO, records how the Battalion`s task that day was "....a particular arduous one." The thick 

undergrowth and fallen trees greatly interfering with the movements of the troops as they advanced through the 

wood. Attacking eastwards at 7 am, the Coldstream were soon checked by heavy and deadly machine gun fire 

and little progress could be made." 

Turning now to the War Diary of 1st Guards Brigade, we learn that at about 10 am the enemy then counter-

attacked from roads south of Croisilles and subsequently forced a withdrawal. Other sources note fierce hand-to-

hand fighting in and around the wood. Total casualties among the 2nd Coldstream for 27 August are recorded as 

three hundred and ten killed or wounded. reference http://www.hellfire-corner.demon.co.uk/Westlake24.htm 

Sydney was Killed in Action at this time.. 

Sydney was awarded  the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal. He also earned the 1914-1915 Star 

effective 1st October 1915. 

 

 



 

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: Panel 3. Memorial: 

VIS-EN-ARTOIS MEMORIAL 

This Memorial bears the names of over 9,000 

men who fell in the period from 8 August 1918 to 

the date of the Armistice in the Advance to 

Victory in Picardy and Artois, between the 

Somme and Loos, and who have no known grave. 

They belonged to the forces of Great Britain and 

Ireland and South Africa; the Canadian, 

Australian and New Zealand forces being 

commemorated on other memorials to the 

missing. The Memorial consists of a screen wall 

in three parts. The middle part of the screen wall 

is concave and carries stone panels on which names are carved. It is 26 feet high flanked by pylons 70 feet high. 

The Stone of Remembrance stands exactly between the pylons and behind it, in the middle of the screen, is a 

group in relief representing St George and the Dragon. The flanking parts of the screen wall are also curved and 

carry stone panels carved with names. Each of them forms the back of a roofed colonnade; and at the far end of 

each is a small building. No. of Identified Casualties: 9812 

His name is recorded on the Memorial at St. Nicholas Church Tolleshunt D'Arcy 

 

TOLLESHUNT D'ARCY 

 


